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111640 Main Street This 1877 Italianate house has a 
delicately spindled Queen Anne front porch and upper 
balcony.  Its first owner came from Pennsylvania, opened 
a general store and sold lumber.

Kentucky Coffee tree (opposite 1517 Main, in island) The 
pioneers made an inferior coffee from the dark reddish-
brown pods, which can grow to 10 inches long.

1501 Main This thoroughly restored 1903 Queen Anne 
house boasts a grand 3-story tower and wide front 
veranda. The original owner came here in 1865 and 
owned a meat market.

1417 Main The wide, overhanging eaves, horizontal 
windows, and canopies over the doorways are 
representative of Prairie Style in this 1915-16 house. A 
local young woman bought it for her parents after she 
wed a multi-millionaire Cleveland steel mill owner.

1416 Main ("The Castle") This 1886 house has 3 full 
stories and 24 rooms and is an example of Second Empire 
architecture. The mansard roof extends over the walls, 
providing an attic with plenty of headroom.

1300 Main (Frame Memorial Presbyterian Church) Built in 
1892, Frame Memorial has always been a prominent 
feature of our downtown, featuring high gothic windows 
and attractive stone trim.

1249 Clark (old house number "541" above door) Beautifully 
preserved, with its intricate iron fence and original 
glasswork, this Italianate home is the westernmost house 
on Clark Street, which was once lined with glorious 
homes all the way to the river. The first owner also built 
the Opera House. 

American Elm trees (south side of Clark) The American Elm 
has a characteristic vase-shaped form, impressive in large 
trees like these. 

1421 Strongs (Hardware Mutual Insurance building)    
Constructed in 1922 for Hardware Mutual Insurance and 
expanded in 1930, it is now part of Sentry Insurance. 
Notice the ornate ironwork decorating the door. 

1408 Strongs (The Whiting Hotel) A 1923 five-story grand 
hotel which bridged the gap between the traditional 
boarding house and modern travel accommodations. 
With 120 guest rooms, the Whiting drew guests to its 
famous Mural Bar. "Whiting Place" now houses executive 
apartments and offices.

1116-24-28 Main  (The Opera House/Fox Theater)  The Fox 
Theater was originally known as the Stevens Point Grand 
Opera House. Built in 1893-94, it served as the city's 
cultural focal point for 90 years, closing in 1984. 

Green Ash (along both sides of Main Street downtown) A 
favorite for urban areas because of its charm and 
toughness,  resisting salt, drought, and root compaction. 

1001 Main (Charles M. White Public Library) Here you may 
learn more about local history, architecture, and trees. 
916-24 Main (Ossowski-Glinski Building) Built in 1890 by a 
saloonkeeper and a tailor, this Queen Anne style building 
by a Polish architect features majestic domes and a large 
corner turret. 

Mathias Mitchell Public Square Laid out in 1847 like a 
New England common, the public square became the 
center of trading for farmers and craftsmen. In the small 
section that is still intact, vendors sell fresh produce 
throughout the summer. 

Walkway to the Wisconsin River – bordered by Honey 
Locust trees. These thornless Honey Locusts have long 
seedpods that are eaten by birds and deer and have been 
used to make beer!

Fremont/Main Walk  0.6 milesFremont/Main Walk  0.6 miles
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1209 Fremont Street Built in 1915, Nelson Hall was the 
first dormitory on campus. It served as temporary housing 
for troops in World Wars I and II.   
American Elm (NW corner of Main and Fremont) American 
Elms may live to be 200-275 years old if they don't die of 
Dutch elm disease. Can you spot other elms on this walk?  
2141 Main Street (The Inn on Main Street Bed and Breakfast)   
This 1922 Colonial Revival house has the clean simplicity 
mirroring the earlier Greek Revival period. An east-facing 
sunroom brought in healthy light and air in the days 
when tuberculosis was a constant threat. 

2100 Main Street Built in 1894, Old Main was the 
original site of Stevens Point Normal School, enrolling 
201 students. Wings added in 1901 and 1915 were later 
removed. It now serves as UWSP's administrative 
building. 

American Elm at 2032 Main - American Basswood at 
2024 Main The tree nearest the driveway is an American 
Basswood. Its tough inner bark was used by Native 
Americans to make tangle-free rope and thread. Honey 
from the creamy white flower is felt by some to be the 
best in the world.  
1924 Main Built around 1855, quite possibly the oldest 
house still standing in Stevens Point. In the early 1970s, 
occupants discovered a room with no doors or windows, 
built around the chimney and containing many 1860s 
newspapers and an old rusted washbasin. Was this house a 
way station for runaway slaves traveling on the 
Underground Railroad? 

1824 Main An extensive 1883 Queen Anne home. 
Notice the ornamental iron fence, wide bracketed front 
porch, and the gabled peaks. 

1701 Main Built on a bold angle, this grand 1941 house 
features impressive Corinthian columns, ornate oval 
windows, and a striking classical doorway. It has 5 
bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, and 3 fireplaces.
 

Returning to the hospital on the Clark-Illinois Walk will 
be a 11/2-mile walk.   

Water/Brawley/Church Walk  0.8 milesWater/Brawley/Church Walk  0.8 miles
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Clark/Illinois Walk  0.8 milesClark/Illinois Walk  0.8 miles
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111475 Water Built in 1905, the Congregational Beth 
Israel Synagogue served the local Jewish congregation 
until 1985. It now houses the Portage County Historical 
Society Museum (344-4423).   
1504 Water Started in 1875 as a boarding house for 
sawmill workers, it became a hotel in 1884. 

1528 Water Built around 1895, this home is almost 
perfectly preserved. The front porch is in the Queen Anne 
style with turned posts and spindles, railings, and intricate 
brackets.

1536 Water This 1857 house is the only New England 
Colonial house left in Stevens Point. Distinguishable 
features are the high-pitched gables, small-pane upper 
windows, and very thick walls.  
1100 Brawley ("Dreams of Yesteryear" Bed and Breakfast)    
Built in 1901, this grand home was in the Jensen family 
for over 100 years. Notice the complicated Queen Anne 
roof, Tuscan columns, and unusual stair-step windows. 

1101 Brawley Charles Van Hecke built this home in 
1903 to accommodate his family of 13 children. He sold 
wagons, buggies, and farm machinery. 

1700 Strongs (Turning Point Dance) This colorful church, 
built in 1893 as the place of worship for the Norwegian 
Lutheran community, has now been converted to a dance 
studio. 

1587 Church A uniquely L-shaped home with 
remarkable keystones over the windows and doors, it was 
built in 1876. Severely damaged by the 1908 cyclone, it 
was rebuilt the same year. 

1574 Church Built around 1860, this home is perhaps 
the oldest in its neighborhood. The first owner founded 
and edited Hungerford's Real Estate Journal from 1879 
until 1886.

1549 Church This 1885 Italianate house was the 
parsonage for the city's Presbyterian ministers and their 
families for about 60 years. Later converted into a "tourist 
camp" or hotel for travelers, it is now a private residence. 

1532 Church With its simple cube shape, wide overhanging 
eaves, and heavy moldings above the windows, this house is 
built in true Italianate style, patterned after country villas in 
Italy. The first owner, Richard Cook, came from England 
and ran a foundry at the west end of Main Street.

1417 Church (Church of the Intercession) This beautiful, historic 
1894 Episcopal Church replaced the original 1853 church, 
which stood one block north and was the oldest church in 
the city. Notice the buttressed-stone, steeply pitched slate 
roof, tall corner bell tower, and the striking red door.

Returning to the starting point gives a 11/4-mile walk
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1700 Clark  Built in 1858 as a one-story cottage across 
Division, it was moved here in 1883 and enlarged in 1911 
to 21/2 stories.  Changes made around 1945 gave the 
house a more colonial look. 

1708 Clark  A surprise gift in 1886 - a local lumberman's 
daughter was unaware of her home's existence until her 
carriage stopped in front of it!  The Queen Anne style 
shows in its ornate shingles, two-story bay window, and 
colored glass windows in the tower.

1717 Clark  The rough granite lower story created quite a 
stir in 1909. The newspapers called it "the first 
cobblestone residence" in the city.  The versatile first 
owner was a dentist, an owner of a poster advertising 
company, a car salesman, and a secret-service agent in 
World War I. 

1900 Clark  Although this large 1905 home is still 
majestic, it has lost much of its original ornate detail, such 
as appliqué laurel wreaths and rafter-end brackets under 
the eaves. It is being restored. 
2000 Clark  This 1902 house is a delightful example of 
the Dutch Colonial style of architecture.  Notice the 
peculiar curving of the fish-scale shingles into the 3rd 
story window.

2101 Clark  Remodeled many times, the house dates from 
about 1880. This is one of the few properties left in town 
with a barn in back. Keeping a cow was common in the 
days before milkmen made deliveries or fresh milk was 
available in stores.

1202 Illinois  This beautiful Tudor half-timbered house 
was built in 1932.  Notice the clay chimney pot and the 
front doorway gable peak.  The first owner, known as one 
of the county's most successful bootleggers during and 
after Prohibition, owned many restaurants, taverns, and 
real-estate properties.
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Saint Michael's Hospital and Rice Medical Center
(824 Illinois Avenue) St. Michael's opened in 1913, before 
which houses were used as hospitals, and the very ill were 
sent by train to a hospital in Oshkosh. Now a fully 
accredited, acute-care hospital with 181 beds, the 60-
physician Rice Medical Center is in the 1998 addition.   
Northern Pin Oak (between wooden fences at end of Sims 
Avenue) This Wisconsin Championship Tree is about 150 
years old; its trunk measures 162 inches in circumference.  
Not many urban trees reach this size and age! 
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